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Although the IB program is new to many ACSD
families, the questions and explorations of IB are
familiar to all of us. The work we do in our schools
builds the foundation for caring, capable, curious
citizens and a strong, vibrant community. We hope
that by sharing windows into our classrooms, we
will develop a common language together, so that
the learning students do in school extends to your
home and expands to better our entire
community. We're proud of our students and
grateful to our teachers and staff who dive in to
this learning each day. We hope this issue prompts
discussions at home and offers an opportunity to
visit our schools virtually (and finally!) in-person.

With Gratitude,

Kindergarten students at Mary Hogan walk safely and learn
about the role of firefighters in our community..

see it through the eyes of our youngest learners. This issue will focus on their classrooms.
Beginning in our PreK and Kindergarten classrooms, teachers ask and guide students to
explore many of the same questions and challenges grownups ask every day: 

What is the problem in front of us? What unique skills do I bring to this challenge? How do we
repair our conflicts and get back on track after we stumble? How can we organize ourselves so
that together we can achieve something that we couldn’t do alone?

https://www.acsdvt.org/salisbury
https://www.acsdvt.org/maryhogan


International Baccalaureate
The Primary Years Program

Our ACSD Classrooms

In their Sharing the Planet unit, Ripton students have their
morning meeting in their outdoor classroom where they gather
elements from nature to spell their names!

Our Primary Years Program (PYP) is
designed for PreK through fifth grades.
Each unit encourages students to be kind,
curious, and creative in school and in life.
Classroom learning is student led, which
means students' interests and questions
are central to the learning. The unique
environment of each school community
also shapes the direction of each unit.

Who We Are
Where We Are in Place & Time
How We Express Ourselves
How the World Works
How We Organize Ourselves 
Sharing the Planet 

There are 6 PYP units: 

Students explore these six units each
school year, but in each new grade,
teachers incorporate new concepts, ideas,
and questions. For example, in the Who
We Are unit, a first grade class may
discuss how we each cooperate to build
respectful communities. Meanwhile,
second graders may explore how to solve
problems by building relationships and
understanding others' perspectives. 

Students in Shoreham worked in small teams to engineer a structure.
They presented their creation by reflecting on the problems they
encountered and what they did to problem solve.

In  Cornwall, students discussed wants and needs and how to
create a peaceful classroom in their Sharing the Planet unit. 

When a bird flew in to a Bridport classroom, the class shifted
gears to investigate their visitor. They observed the bird, its
problem, and how they could help.

https://www.acsdvt.org/shoreham
https://www.acsdvt.org/ripton
https://www.acsdvt.org/cornwall
https://www.acsdvt.org/bridport


 
 

PYP = Primary Years Program (PreK-5th grade)
MYP = Middle Years Program (6th-10th grade)
DP = Diploma Program (11-12th grade)

PYP, MYP, and DP are the three IB Programs
within our nine schools. Read more about
them here. Hear more about IB in this video. 

PreK students in Bridport made a model school and thought it was
very funny that teachers do not sleep at school, but go home to
their families where they have different roles!

In the How We Organize Ourselves unit,
preschoolers may learn that people play
different roles in the same community,
while kindergarteners learn that a simple
rule from class (forming a line) is also
something people do at the the grocery
store to organize themselves. 

Weybridge students brainstormed ways to organize their white-
boards to keep score in a math game and how to organize the
systems they use so everyone got a turn when a game was played! 

Inquire Together!

Our IB units are trans-disciplinary which
means that students practice math,
reading, and writing within the unit.
Teachers also weave social and emotional
skills into activities. This helps the learning
in class be transferrable to everyday life.  

To engage with the PreK,
kindergarten, first, and second
graders in your life, continue
conversations that begin at
school: 

PreK: Notice the different roles that
community members have. Ask: What jobs
does that person do? Do people play more
than one role? 

Kindergarten: Notice the routines that
happen in different places. Before going to
a store ask: If we want to purchase
something, where do we take our items and
what do we say? 

First Grade: Think about a team or activity.
Ask: What is the role of the coach or leader?
How do they make you feel safe or help you
have fun?

Second Grade: Talk about a challenge from
the week. Ask: what ideas do you have to
solve the problem? What could we each do?

Salisbury students paint kindness rocks in their nature classroom!

Try at home
Some classes created an Apology Book: a
safe place where each member of the
classroom can write or read when they need
to give or receive an apology. This
encourages students to think about peace
and conflict within relationships and how to
mend misunderstandings.

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/
https://www.acsdvt.org/weybridge
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/
https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/717


Volunteer and Substitute Teach

Social Media

Celebrating Nurse Kelly!

Everyday Connections & Links to ACSD

Visit  our COVID
Dashboard for an
update on cases in
schools

Is your child sick? VT
Dept. of Health
Guidance for testing
and returning to
school

Find a COVID testing
location.

Visit our social media to see weekly
highlights and celebrate our schools: @acsdvtschools @acsdvtschoolsfacebook.com/acsdvt

We are so happy to welcome the talents and energy of our
community members back in our schools! 

If you are interested in volunteering please connect with the
building principal and find application materials here.

If you are interested in substitute teaching, please find the
application here. 

Other Helpful Links and Dates: 

MUHS athletic calendar                            
MUMS athletic calendar

Links to upcoming Board and committee meetings and past Board recordings
School
Board

Addison Central School District | 49 Charles Ave Middlebury VT 05753 | 802.382.1274  
www.acsdvt.org

Nurse Kelly Landwehr MSN, RN, CPNP
serves as the Lead Nurse at MUHS and as
ACSD's COVID Coordinator. She leads our
amazing team of nurses (Arlene, Eva, Gina,
Becky, and Elissa!) who care for our
children and help every family navigate the
pandemic. From Kelly's near-weekly COVID
email updates, to interviews with state and
local news, to her new role as President of
the Vermont State Nurses Association, we
are incredibly lucky to have her thoughtful
leadership at ACSD!

COVID Resources

School lunches are free
for ALL kids this year! 

View school menus here

Save the Date!
MUHS's musical

The Sound of Music
Nov 18, 19 & 20th! 

https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/1204
https://www.instagram.com/acsdvtschools/
https://twitter.com/acsdvtschools
https://www.facebook.com/acsdvt
https://www.acsdvt.org/reentry
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/CYF_VTBacktoSchoolAfterIllness.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/CYF_VTBacktoSchoolAfterIllness.pdf
https://vermont.force.com/events/s/login/
https://vermont.force.com/events/s/login/
https://www.instagram.com/acsdvtschools/
https://www.twitter.com/acsdvtschools/
https://www.facebook.com/acsdvt
https://www.facebook.com/acsdvt
https://form.jotform.com/212845196755163
https://www.schoolspring.com/job.cfm?jid=3688485
https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/153
https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/1036
https://www.acsdvt.org/Page/2#calendar12230/20210929/month
http://middleburycommunitytv.org/?s=acsd
http://www.acsdvt.org/
https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/1204
https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/1204
https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/1204
https://www.acsdvt.org/domain/1204

